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THE RIVER OF DEMOCRATIC DEVELOPMENT

How new ideas, rights, institutions, and movements widened the democratic tradition

ANCIENT SOURCE

Athens, the Roman Republic, and
early civic traditions.

ENLIGHTENMENT & RIGHTS

Natural rights, constitutionalism, and
popular sovereignty.

THE DEMOCRATIC QUESTION

Who counts? Who belongs?
Who votes? Who governs?
Who benefits from power?

EQUALITY

LABOR & ECONOMIC DEMOCRAC

Unions, social rights, the New Deal, and
organized power.

RGANIZATIC

RTICIPATIO
KNOWLEDGE & PARTICIPATION

Public education, free press, science, and
open knowledge.

DEMOCRACY IS AN UNFINISHED PROJECT.

Each generation must understand it, defend it, and widen it.

UNFINISHED EXPERIMENTS

Reconstruction

The revolutions of 1848

The Paris Commune
Occupy and the Arab Spring

REVOLUTION & CITIZENSHIP

Atlantic revolutions widened claims to
representation.

CIVIL RIGHTS & INCLUSION

Abolition, Reconstruction, suffrage, and
civil rights.

NEW TRIBUTARIES

Climate democracy

Digital rights and platforms
Al governance
Democratic renewal

THE NEXT TRIBUTARY HAS NOT YET BEEN NAMED.

IT DEPENDS ON US.




