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THE INTELLECTUAL LANDSCAPE

Major Traditions for Understanding Society

A MAP OF THE IDEAS THAT HELP US
UNDERSTAND POWER, PEOPLE, AND

POSSIBILITIES—AND BUILD DEMOCRACY.

POWER & CRITIQUE

How power works,
who has it, and how it
is maintained.

Karl Marx

Material conditions and
class shape society
and politics.

Antonio Gramsci

Power endures through +
“hegemony”—winning
consent, not just coercion.

Steven Lukes

Power has three faces:
visible, hidden, and
invisible (shaping desires).

Michel Foucault

Power is everywhere—
productive, dispersed,
and tied to knowledge.

C. Wright Mills

The “power elite” links
corporate, political, and
military power.
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DEMOCRACY &
POLITICAL THEORY

What democracy is,
why it matters, and
how it can deepen.

John Dewey

Democracy is a way of
life—grounded in inquiry,
education, and participation.

Benjamin Barber

Strong democracy depends
on active citizens and
public life.

Jiirgen Habermas

Democracy thrives on

public reasoning in an

open, inclusive public sphere.

Nancy Fraser

Democracy requires both
economic justice (redistribution)
and cultural justice (recognition).

Carole Pateman
Democracy must be
“participatory” not
merely “procedural.”

L

HOW TO USE THIS MAP

Each line represents a major current of thought.
Stations are key thinkers. At the intersections,
ideas connect—shaping how we analyze

the world and imagine change.

O = Major Thinker (One-line Contribution)

KNOWLEDGE, IDEAS
& CONSCIOUSNESS

How people come to believe,
think, and understand
the world.

) Jiirgen Habermas
Knowledge grows through
dialogue and critical
discourse,

) Paulo Freire
Education can either
deposit ideas or cultivate
critical consciousness.

) Herbert Marcuse
Advanced societies can
produce “one-dimensional
thinking™ that limits dissent.

) Noam Chomsky
Ideology is manufactured
consent; media shapes
perception.

DEMOCRACY
& HUMAN

POLITICAL ECONOMY

& INEQUALITY

Why economies are
organized as they are
and who benefits.

Karl Marx

Capitalism is driven by
exploitation and the
pursuit of profit.

David Harvey
Capitalism creates
spatial and social
inequality by design.

Thomas Piketty
Inequality rises when the
return on capital outpaces
growth and wages.

Erik Olin Wright

Real utopias require
democratic ownership
and economic democracy.

Nancy Fraser

Capitalism produces both
economic exploitation and
cultural domination.

LEGEND
Power & Critique
Democracy & Political Theory

dge, 1deas & Consci

History & Historical Analysis
Political Economy & Inequality
Social Movements & Collective Action
Technology. Media & Information
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A more just,
participatory, and
sustainable world
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)\ SOCIAL MOVEMENTS
j & COLLECTIVE ACTION

How people organize,
resist, and create change.

Gramsci (again)

Pessimism of the intellect,
optimism of the will—organize
for long-term change.

Joan Scott

Gender is a fundamental
category of historical
and political analysis.

Charles Tilly

Durable change comes from
collective action and power
building.

The Civil Rights Tradition
Direct action + legal strategy
+ moral vision can transform
societies.

A. D. Gordon (DSF)

Mass organizations and
strategic unity are essential
to democratic power.

SIesS  FLOURISHING

Agnotology (Proctor)
Power is advanced by
producing ignorance and
doubt.
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HISTORY &
HISTORICAL ANALYSIS

How the past shapes
the present and
opens possibilities.

E. P. Thompson
People make history,
but not under conditions
of their own choosing.

Eric Hobsbawm
Capitalism's long waves
and turning points
shape political eras.

Karl Polanyi

Markets are embedded
in social relations, not
the other way around.

Howard Zinn

History from below—
the voices of ordinary
people matter.

Annales School
Long-term structures
(shape change as much
as events do.
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TECHNOLOGY, MEDIA

ey & INFORMATION
How technologies shape
power, communication,
and daily life.
(0] Langdon Winner

Technologies are never
neutral; they embody
political choices.

Sherry Turkle
Technology changes how
we relate, think, and
understand ourselves.

Evgeny Morozov

The internet often
strengthens existing
power—not freedom.

Manuel Castells
The network society
creates new power
structures.

Matthew Crawdord
Technology can deskill
us and reduce human
autonomy.
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CROSS-CUTTING THEMES (Run Through Every Line)
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ETHICS, JUSTICE
& HUMAN PURPOSE

What is a good society
and how should we live
together?

John Rawls

Justice is fairness:

equal liberties and

fair equality of opportunity.

Amartya Sen
Freedom and capability
are the basis of human
development.

Hannah Arendt

Politics begins when people
act together in the public
realm.

Martha Nussbaum

Every person has a dignity
that requires social
institutions to flourish.

Albert Camus

We must create meaning
and justice in an absurd
and indifferent world.
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= Cross-Cutting Influence

INQUIRY. ANALYSIS. ACTION.
That is how democracy grows.

THE DSF PURPOSE:  To cultivate informed, critical, and courageous citizens who can analyze the world,

advance democracy, and work together to create a more just and humane future.




